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Check the chart to see when you 
are serving this month. 
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Print out and hang up so you 
won’t miss any events at St. 
John’s����
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Happy New Year! As we move into 2010, I'd like to ask for your prayers for our church. There are many 
exciting challenges for us this coming year. 
As you are reading this, the Call Committee should be in the process of calling a seminary graduate. Please 
pray for those in the decision-making process; that they will identify and send the new pastor that God has 
chosen for us. 
Pray for our financial well-being. Our church, along with many other churches, and individuals are facing 
tough economic conditions. 
God will see us through this as a church, and as individuals. However, we must ask before it is given; have 
faith. 
Finally, I ask for your prayers for Pastor Doug, the Church Council, and the Elders and Deaconesses as we 
guide St. John's in our mission of bringing the "Good News" of our Risen Savior to Fallon. 
 
May the Lord richly bless you and St. John's in 2010. 
Walt 
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On 17th of January after church, the youth will be having a kick-off meeting. We will be making the schedule 
up for the next year. Some of the activities that we may have are: February or March trip to Lake Tahoe, talk 
about possibly going to the Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July and a camping trip in August. Be prepared 
to vote for President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. We will meet quarterly to set our schedule for 
the following months. Please come with ideas of what you are interested in doing. 
 
See you at the Meeting 
John and Donna Mitchell 
Youth Leaders 
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“Suffer the Little Children to Come Unto Me” 

By Mary Williams 
When I was a child I loved the Kaleidoscope; that instrument with mirrors and many pieces of colored glass that when held 
up to the eye and turned, has a seemingly endless variety of patterns, images and beautiful colors. The following is a vision of 
children’s ministry through the outreach of a church day care, made up of a collage of ideas, my pieces of colored glass if you 
will. 
"And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers." Acts 2: 42 
began the Valentine's Day, 2006 devotional written by Greg Laurie, Senior Pastor of a church in Riverside, CA. He 
continued, "If you asked me why I think the church exists, you might be surprised by my response. I believe the church is on 
this earth for three reasons; the exaltation of God, the edification of the saints, and the evangelization of the world." 
"Maybe you thought I was going to say we are here to evangelize the world. While that is a part of our calling, it isn't our 
primary purpose. We are here to exalt God, to minister to and build up one another, and as a result of that we are to reach out 
to the world. In other words, the church is here for three main reasons, upward, inward, and outward." 
Our district president, Dr. Bob Newton, who traveled far to be a missionary and started many mission churches, says that we 
should all, "bloom where you are planted." In other words, we don't need to go to foreign lands. Our mission field is the souls 
we meet at Wal-Mart and Safeway, at our places of work; in the schools. "Our mission, should we accept it" is to those that 
Jesus said we must have faith like, in order to enter the kingdom of heaven. Our mission, in my kaleidoscopic view, is at our 
church doors at the Children's Ministry Center where it says over the archway as you enter through the doors, "Suffer the 
little children of Fallon to come unto me and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of Heaven". Through those doors 
you find an education/day care center.  
Charlotte Mason, a 19th century educator of teachers said that, "Education is an atmosphere" and here in story, game, song, 
and care, the atmosphere is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and His love for the children. The staff is valued, as caring for His 
children is a calling and they in turn enjoy their jobs, thus the children get the best of care. As we walk through those doors 
we hear the sounds of laughter, and music, and voices of staff and children at work and play. And we can behold the most 
beautiful sight of God's creation, the faces of His children. As a support to the staff, there are volunteer opportunities to be big 
brother's and sister's - for the teens thus also giving them service hours - aunt's and uncles, grandma's and grandpa's enriching 
their own lives by using some of their time and talents for God's children, and showing God's love in His place to His 
children. 
As part of the visual atmosphere where the children spend their days are murals: of Jesus with the children; Moses and the 
Ten Commandments; Noah with the ark and rainbow, etc. And each room has a cross. Each child will know the stories 
especially the story of the cross – that God, our Father loved us so much that He sent his son, Jesus, to die on the cross to take 
away our sins – the bad things we all do, so that some day we can live with Jesus in Heaven. The Bible stories will become 
part of the children’s memories, their culture, and their heritage. 
According to the book "Illiteracy in America", about 30% of those who live in America today are functionally illiterate. Yet 
at the beginning of our country's founding, because of their desire to read God's Word, the Puritans and the Pilgrims had a 
high literacy rate which grew to 96% by 1930. In our children's ministry, with the same motivation as the pilgrims for literacy 
- to read the Bible - the foundational skills for reading are fostered. The stories read aloud daily include Bible stories. From 
babies to pre-school to after-school care, besides being a quality day care, this is a teaching day care. 
My mother often quoted the Jesuit saying, "Give me a child until he is 7 and I will show you the man!" The atmosphere-
education of all of childhood is important and not limited to the first 7 years. According to Lane T. Dennis, president of 
Crossways Publishing in the Sept./Oct. 2002 issue of Good News!, "As a survey conducted by Child Evangelism shows 86 
percent of adult Christians came to know Christ by the age of 14. How important it is for us as parents (and grandparents) to 
reach our children with the gospel when their hearts are still young and tender." The focus of our mission to the children that 
are cared for and taught in our church is not so much a service to the community, though it would certainly be that. And it 
isn't necessarily to recruit members to our church, though some may be added to our numbers because "a little child will lead 
them". But the primary focus would be to bring children into the kingdom - a true ministry to children. 
Thus ‘Room to Grow’ is: "Upward"-" If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my 
disciple, I tell you the truth, he will not lose his reward"; "inward"- "continue in doctrine (teaching) and fellowship" (all age 
Bible/fellowship clusters); "outward"- a mission to true ministry to children.  Of course each church is unique and visions 
don’t always come with practical solutions, never-the-less, looking through my Kaleidoscope, the Children's Ministry Center 
is an integral part of the Church and it’s mission. 
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David Baumbach  1/3 
Gordon Kuntz  1/5 
Patti Rush   1/6 
Eileen Hunsperger  1/7 
Gabrielle Silva  1/7 
Teresa Becker  1/14 
Bob Finley   1/16 
Vicki Harkins  1/16 
Bert Washer   1/18 
Gloria Stillman  1/19 
James Busch  1/20 
Mike Harms   1/21 
Carl Barnes   1/24 
Joshua Cook  1/28 
Brian Seline   1/29 
Daniel Seline  1/29 
Stephanie Seline  1/29 
Kim Reynon  1/31 

* No anniversaries were reported for the month of January. * 
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1170 S. TAYLOR STREET 
FALLON, NV 89406 
PHONE: 775-423-4146 
EMAIL: OFFICE@STJOHNSFALLON.ORG 

* To find the station and time when The Lutheran 
Hour is broadcast in your area, click on 
www.lhm.org/broadcastinformation.asp 
*Listen 24/7 to The Lutheran Hour via the internet 
www.lutheranhour.org 
*Listen 24/7 to The Lutheran Hour via pod casting 
www.lhm.org/podcasts/step2-tlh.asp 
*Listen 24/7 to The American Forces Network 
Lutheran Hour via the Internet 
www.lutheranhour.org/afn/listen.asp 
*Listen 24/7 to The American Forces Network 
Lutheran Hour via pod casting 
www.lhm.org/podcasts/step2-afn.asp 

 


